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   Agenda Item 6 (a)

APPENDIX B

LEIGHTON BUZZARD MARKET

ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS PROCEDURE
This Procedure was endorsed on 16/07/15 by the Markets Sub-Committee. 

In making the decision to close it has been the Council’s approach:
 To ensure that safety is of paramount importance for the public, traders and council 

employees.
 To ensure that the market is managed in a consistent manor with it being either 

completely on or completely off.
 To be fair and consistent having received feedback that it is unfair to allow traders 

that do not require a council market stall to trade when the traders that do, cannot.
 When possible, to notify traders of the decision to cancel “in advance” to reduce the 

level of losses that the traders may incur. Examples being that the baker doesn’t bake 
the bread and the fruit and veg stalls don’t buy produce, etc. This also allows traders 
to seek alternative markets if available where weather and venue conditions are less 
adverse.

 To undertake its management of the market with due diligence in keeping with its 
responsibilities and liabilities. 

Officers monitor the Met (Meteorological) Office web site and media applications which 
incorporate the Beaufort Scale for marine forecasts. This is an empirical measure for 
describing wind intensity and are of course always subject to change. The Council needs to 
be confident that all responsibilities and liabilities are managed reasonably. 

The Council’s approach to date in relation to managing wind speed and gusts has been to:

1. Permit traders to leave their vehicles on the High Street to block the wind and/or be 
used as ballast when wind speed and/or gusts are predicted to reach 30mph or when 
it is evident that the wind is causing stalls to be buffeted too much and too frequently. 
In addition, officers remove stall covers on empty stalls and may advise/instruct 
traders to remove theirs. (Removal of covers often results in some traders opting to 
leave as their products then become exposed to the weather conditions).

2. Closely monitor the impact of wind speeds and/or gusts when it reaches or is 
predicted to be between 30 to 40 mph with preparation to close. 

3. To prepare to instruct cancellation or closure if predictions for wind speed and/or 
gusts are to reach over 40 mph.

4. To cancel if predictions are for wind speed and/or gusts to reach over 45mph plus. 
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The Council monitors all adverse weather conditions such as rain fall, snow and ice. The 
decision to cancel or close the market will be taken when predicted or actual weather 
conditions are considered to present too high a risk of harm to the public, traders and 
Council staff (Stall Erectors) or damage to property or equipment. 

CHARGING 

a) When the Council makes the decision to cancel the market the day before, traders 
are not charged. 

b) If the Council closes the market on the day (before 10am), traders are not charged. 

c) Should closure take place between 10am and 12noon, traders will be charged half 
their rent. 

d) Full rent would be charged if the market was cancelled after midday.  

N.B.

The decision to allow trading remains with the Council. 

Regardless of whether the Council makes the decision to cancel or close the market on the 
day, it continues to incur expenditure as if the market was in operation. 


